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HIGH  LIGHTS  OE  THE  STUDY 


Although  49  percent  of.  .the.  young  people  interviewed  in  this  study  were 
or  had  "been  members  of  4,-H  clubs,  only  7  percent  were  associated  with 
the  extension  .service  at.  the  time  of  the  survey.  Ninety-seven  percent 
said  that  they  would  .like  to  join  with  others  of  a  similar  age  in  form- 
ing an  organization.   They  preferred  that  .such  a  group  include  unmar- 
ried young  people  of  both  sexes,  .be  small  (5  to  25  members),  and  meet 
in  the  community  or  high-school  center  .ance  or  twice  a  month.  The  types 
of  subject  -matter  and  activities  that  .they  .wished  to  have  included  in 
the  program  were:  Choosing  and  getting  started  in  a  vocation;  social 
and  self-' improvement  topics  such  as  personality  development  and  choos- 
ing a  life  partner;  general  educational  topics  such  as  appreciation  of 
music  and  first  aid;  group  activities  including  athletics,  dances, 
parties  and .group -recreation;  agriculture;  and  homemaking.   This  in- 
terest in  an  organization  resulted  from  the  hope  that  they  might  be 
assisted  in  some  of  -the  problems  they  .face.   


Problems  of  greatest 
importance :  . 


Earning  additional  money, 


Getting  started  in 
chosen  vocation. 


Getting  additional 
education. 


Developing  a  more 

attractive  personality, 

Choosing  a  vocation. 


.  .  Situation  relating  to 
. ■ .  '  ....      the  problem: 

Annual .income  of  Median  Average 

.  ■  Young  .men $115   $181 

.  Young . women  .............     61    102 

94  percent  of  out-of-school  youth  had  not 
entered  their  chosen  vocation. 

69  percent  of  out-of-school  youth  were 
high-school  graduates. 

86  percent  of  in-school  and  51  percent  of 
■out-of-school  youth  planned  or  desired 
additional  education  beyond  high  school. 


54  percent  had  definitely  decided  upon 

their  life  work. 
31  percent  of  young  men  said  "farmer"  was 

their  first  choice  occupation. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Purpo se  of  Study 

The  survey  was  made  to  secure  information  to  "be  used  in  an  extension 
program  which  would  "be  helpful  and  of  interest  to  young  people.   It  has  "been 
unusual  for  an  individual  to  have  continuous  association  with  extension 
activities  from  girlhood  or  boyhood  through  youth  to  adulthood.   4-H  club 
work  is  serving  boys  and  girls.   Home  demonstration  and  agricultural  pro- 
grams are  serving  adults.  Between  these  two  usually  there  is  an  in-between 
period  of  varying  length  during  which  comparatively  few  individuals  partici- 
pate in  the  extension  program.   The  choice  of  ages  16  to  25  and  the  exclu- 
sion of  those  who  were  married  were  arbitrary  decisions  necessary  to  the 
successful  administration  of  the  study  in  the  time  available. 

Rural  Youth  in  Utah 

The  rural  population  of  Utah  16  to  25  years  of  age  inclusive  is  ap- 
proximately 45,000  l/  Almost  a  third  (32.4  percent)  are  in  school.   Slightly 
more  than  a  fourth  T~27.9  percent)  are  married.   The  remainder  (39.7  percent), 
or  approximately  13,000,  are  out  of  school  and  not  married  (fig.  l). 

As  a  large  number  of  the  farm-reared  youth,  particularly  the  young 
women,  migrate  to  \rillage  or  urban  centers,  60  percent  of  the  farm  young 
people  between  16  and  25  years  of  age  are  15  to  20  years  of  age,  and  40  per- 
cent are  21  to  25  years  of  age.   In  the  rural  nonfarm  group  the  number  21  to 
25  years  of  age  is  almost  equal  to  the  number  16  to  20. 

In  the  out-of-school-not-married  group  the  ratio  of  rural  young  men 
to. young  women  is  slightly  more  than  2  to  1.   The  most  important  reason  for 
this  situation  is  that  the  young' women  marry  at  an  earlier  age.   In  the  out- 
of-school-not-married  group  living  on  farms  the  ratio  of  young  men  to  young 
women  is  also  slightly  more  than  2  to  1.   In  addition  to  marrying  earlier,  a 
larger  portion  of  the  farm-reared  young  women  migrate  to  village  and  urban 
centers  than  do  the  young  men.   The  young  men  on  farms  are,  on  an  average, 
somewhat  older  when  they  marry  than  young  men  living  in  villages  and  cities. 

Among  the  rural  out-of-school-not-married  young  people  the  number  who  . 
are  20  is  greater  than  for, any  other  single  year.   The  number  by  single 
years  for  18,  19,  21,  and  22  is  only  slightly  less  than  the  number  who  are 
20  years  old.   After  22  years  of  age  the  group  becomes  progressively  smaller 
because  of  marriage.   The  number  of  24-year-olds  is  only  slightly  larger 
than  the  number  of  17-year-olds. 

These  census  data  for  Utah  are  somewhat  misleading  if  compared  with 
similar  data  from  other  States  or  with  data  for  the  whole  country.   Much  of 
the  agricultural  population  resides  in  villages  instead  of  living  on  the 
farms.   Some  of  these  villages,  including  two  surveyed,  have  a  population  of 
more  than  2,500  and  are  classed  by  the  census  as  urban  centers. 


1/  1930  census. 
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Method  of  Study 

This  study  is  one  of  seven/2  made  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Land-Grant 
College  Committee  on  Older  Youth.. "Jz     The  questionnaire/4  used  in  the  study  was 
prepared  cooperatively  "by  the  extension  service  of  Utah  and  the  section  of 
Extension  Studies  and  Teaching,  Division  of  Cooperative  Extension,  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

A  meeting  called  "by  William  Peterson,  Utah  extension  director,  and  at- 
tended by  the  authors  and  other  members  of  the  Utah  extension  staff  was  held 
early  in  September  1936.   At  this  time  the  purpose  of  the  survey  was  discussed 
and  plans  for  the  survey  were  decided.   Survey  "blanks  used  in  other  States  were 
discussed  and  suggestions  were  made  for  a  few  changes  in  the  form  in  order  that 
the  information  secured  would  be  representative  of  Utah  situations  and  problems. 
It  was  decided  at  this  conference  what  district  of  the  State  was  to  "be  covered 
and  when  the  survey  should  "be  made. 

Records  were  obtained  during  November  1936  by  the  personal  interview 
method  using  a  questionnaire  (see  Appendix).   The  records  were  taken  "by  county 
extension  workers  and  by  members  of  the  extension  staffs  of  the  Utah  State 
Agricultural  College  and  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture./ 5  Sub- 
stantially every  unmarried  yo\ing  person  16  to  25  years  of  age  living  in  the 
communities  or  portion  of  the  communities  selected  for  study  at  the  time  of 
the  survey  was  contacted.  Less  than  1  percent  refused  to  give  the  information 
desired.  A  few  of  the  interviews  occurred  at  the  place  where  the  young  people 
were  employed  but  most  of  the  records  were  taken  in  the  schools  or  on  the  farms 
or  in  the  homes  where  they  lived. 

The  presiding  officials  of  the  wards  of  the  Latter-Lay  Saints  Church  in 
the  districts  surveyed  cooperated  with  the  county  agents  in  securing  names  a.nd 
addresses  of  the  young  people  of  their  wards.   These  officers  also  encouraged 

/2 Similar  studies  have  been  conducted  in  Arkansas,  Connecticut,  Iowa, 

Maryland,  Oregon,  and  South  Carolina.   See  Extension  Service  Circular  239 
for  report  of  Connecticut  study,  Extension  Service  Circular  269  for  report 
of  Maryland  study,  and  Extension  Service  Circular  277  for  report  of 
Oregon  study. 

/3  Committee  appointed  November  20,  1935:  L.  R.  Simons,  director  of  extension, 
New  York,  chairman;  Maude  E.  Wallace,  home  demonstration  leader,  Virginia; 
R.  K.  Bliss,  director  of  extension,  Iowa;  F.  L.  Ballard,  vice  director  of 
extension,  Oregon;  Eugene  Merritt,  extension  economist,  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

/4   Questionnaire  "blank  included  in  Appendix.  • 

JP,       D.  P.  Murray,  State  club  leader;  Eern  Shipley,  assistant  State  club  leader; 
Lyman  H.  Rich,  extension  dairy  specialist;  Elna,  Miller,  extension  nutri- 
tionist; Dr.  Arvil  Stark,  extension  horticulturist;  J.  C.  Hogenson,  exten- 
sion agronomist;  S.  R.  Boswell,  county  agricultural  agent,  Utah  County; 
Dorothy  Stewart,  home  demonstration  agent,  Utah  County;  Clarence  Ashton, 
assistant  county  agricultural  agent,  Utah  County;  Erancis  Petersen,  county 
agricultural  agent,  Wasatch  County;  A,  S.  Smith,  county  agricultural  agent, 
Juab  County;  Eugene  Merritt,  senior  extension  economist,  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture;  and  Barnard  Joy,  agriculturist,  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture. 
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the  young  people  and  their  parents  to  cooperate  in  conducting  this  survey  and 
in  securing  the  desired  information.   The  superintendents  and  principals  of  the 
high  schools  cooperated  in  securing  names  of  the  young  people  in  school  and 
provided  a  room  whore  interviews  could  he  held  with  the  students.   This  organ- 
ization and  cooperation  made  it  possible  for  each  worker  to  secure  from  7  to 
12  records  per  day.  Records  were  secured  from  221  young  men  and  190  young 
women  in  the  3  counties  and  12  communities.   Two  hundred  eight  of  these  young 
people  were  in  school  and  203  were  out  of  school. 

Communities  Studied 

The  Utah  Extension  Service  selected  three  counties  that  were  considered 
representative  of  the  State,   iTithin  each  county  typical  communities  were 
chosen  hy  the  county  agents  in  conference  with  those  in  charge  of  the  study 
(fig.  2).   In  selecting  the  communities  surveyed  an  effort  was  made  to  choose 
districts  of  different  problems,  so  that  the  summary  from  all  districts  sur- 
veyed would  give  a  fair  cross  section  of  the  youth  problems  of  the  State. 

The  survey  in  Juab  County  included  Levan,  a  small  community  of  about  611 
population  where  the  majority  of  the  people  secure  their  living  through  dry- 
farming.   The  people  live  in  the  community  and  travel  from  their  homes  to  the 
farms.   A  small  part  of  the  total  acreage  is  irrigated,  most  of  which  is  planted 
to  home  gardens  and  alfalfa. 

At  Mona,  a  small  village  with  a  population  of  338,  the  people  secure 
their  living  by  the  production  of  crops  and  a  few  livestock.   Most  of  the  cul- 
tivated land  in  this  district  is  farmed  under  dry-farm  methods.   Nearly  every 
farmer  has  from  5  to  20  acres  of  irrigated  land,  most  of  which  is  used  to  pro- 
duce forage  crops  as  alfalfa.   A  few  of  the  young  people  leave  the  community  to 
?;ork  in  the  mines,  for  part  of  the  season. 

The  people  in  Rephi,  population  2,759,  are  engaged  in  various  occupations. 
The  majority  of  those  living  in  the  north  ward  which  was  surveyed  make  their 
living  from  a  mixed  type  of  farming  and  raising  of  livestock.   The  irrigated 
land  in  this  district  has  a.  short  irrigation  season  as  the  streams  from  the 
canyons  get  quite  small  in  July,  August,  and  September. 

The  Utah  County  survey  included  2  small  communities,  parts  of  2  large 
communities,  and  2  open-country  districts.   Santaquin,  a  village  with  a  popu- 
lation of  1,115,  is  situated  in  the  south  part  of  Utah  County.   The  farmers 
live  in  the  village  and  travel  to  and  from  the  farms.   They  practice  a  mixed 
type  of  farming  and  stock  raising.   The  cultivated  area  is  farmed  under  irri- 
gation method.   Their  principal  crops  are  alfalfa,  wheat,  barley,  and  potatoes. 
A  small  portion  of  the  land  is  only  partially  irrigated.   The  young  men  often 
get  employment  in  the  mining  districts  for  part  of  the  year  when  the  mines  are 
operating. 

Cedar  Valley  is  a  small  unincorporated  community  partially  supported  by 
.mines..  Most  families  produce  a  subsistence  income  from  limited  farm  enterprises 
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Figure  2. — Map  showing  location  of  areas  studied. 
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In  Springville,  population  3,748,  only  the  southeast  portion  was  sur- 
veyed.  The  people  are  engaged  in  a  mixed  type  of  irrigated  farming, with 
small  orchards,  cash  crops  such  as  cereals,  peas,  sugar  "beets,  and  small  dairy 
herds. 

In  Pleasant  Grove,  a  community  of  1,754  people,  only  the  southeast 
part  was  included.   The  people  here  live  in  the  community  and  make  their  liv- 
ing from  a  mixed  type  of  farming,  fruit  growing,  and  a  few  dairy  cows. 

Manila  is  a  small  district  east  and  north  of  Pleasant  Grove  where  the 
majority  of  the  people  live  on  their  farms.   They  follow  a  mixed  type  of 
farming  with  a  few  dairy  cows.   They  do  not  have  sufficient  irrigation  water 
for  the  latter  part  of  the  growing  season. 

Orem  district  includes  part  of  the  Provo  "bench  area.   The  people  make 
their  living  from  the  orchards  and  forage  and  cereal  crops.   This  type  of 
farming  is  typical  of  a  large  part  of  the  State. 

Wasatch  County  was  selected  to  get  an  insight  to  the  problem  in  the 
livestock  areas  of  the  State.   This  includes  the  range  cattle  and  range  sheep 
and  also  gives  an  idee,  of  the  problem  in  the  dairy  section.   The  production 
of  range  cattle  is  an  important  industry  in  the  Midway  and  Charleston  com- 
munities.  A  few  farmers  in  Midway  are  engaged  in  the  sheep  "business,  and 
dairying  is  important  in  Midway  and  Charleston.   Most  of  the  crops  are  utilized 
through  the  livestock,  except  potatoes  which  are  sold  for  seed. 

Charleston  is  a  community  with  a  population  of  343,  and  all  the  young 
people  were  contacted.   Only  those  living  in  the  west  ward  of  Midway,  popu- 
lation 745,  were  included  in  the  study. 

Center  is  a  district  of  a  "bout  15  farm  families,  in  which  livestock  is 
the  principal  farm  enterprise. 

The  number  of  records  obtained  "by  communities  and  counties  is  as 
follows:   Levan  29,  Mona  32,  North  ward  of  Nephi  33,  total  for  Juab  County  94; 
Santaquin  18,  Cedar  Valley  14,  southeast  area  in  Springville  64,  southeast 
area  in  Pleasant  Grove  30,  Orem  75,  Manila  22,  total  for  Utah  County  223; 
Center  15,  Charleston  40,  west  ward  of  Midway  39,  total  for  Wasatch  County  94; 
total  for  the  study  411. 


CHARACTERISTICS  OP  YOUNG  PEOPLE  STUDIED 

Prom  a  residence  standpoint  the  census  classification  of  rural  farm, 
rural  nonfarm,  and  urban  does  not  adequately  describe  the  Utah  situation. 
Almost  a  fourth  of  the  records  were  obtained  from  the  urban  communities  of 
Nephi  and  Springville,  which  are  typical  of  the  larger  agricultural  communi- 
ties.  A  large  portion  of  the  population  in  communities  of  this  type  are  en- 
gaged in  farming.   Por  this  reason  the  farm  groups  of  Utah  are  usually  classi- 
fied under  three  headings:  ^ 
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Village  farmers  include  farm  families  whose  homes  are  located  on  lots 
within  the  village  and  whose  farms  are  located  outside  the  clustered  area,  in 
neighboring  territory.  Edge-of-town  farmers  include  families  whose  homes  are 
located  on  the  outer  rim  of  the  clustered  village,  on  the  farm,  Farm  dwellers 
are  those  living  on  farms  in  the  open  country.  For  purpose  of  this  study, 
those  not  in  the  farm  group  are  classed  as  open  country  nonfarm  and  village 
dwellers  (rural  nonfarm  or  urban  depending  upon  population). 

Of  the  '4-11  young  people  interviewed  74  percent  belonged  to  the  farm 
group,  6  percent  lived  in  the  open  country  but  not  on  farms,  and  20  percent 
were  nonfarm  village  dwellers,   The  division  of  the  farm  group  is  24  percent 
village  farmers,  24  percent  edge-of-town  farmers,  and  26  percent  open-country 
farmers. 

Fifty-four  percent  of  the  young  people  interviewed  were  young  men  and 
46  percent  were  young  women.   The  in-school  and  out-of-school  groups  were 
almost  equal  in  size  (table  l). 

When  all  the  young  people  surveyed  are  considered  the  percentage  of 
young  men  interviewed  and  the  percentage  of  out-of-school  young  people  inter- 
viewed are  smaller  than  the  corresponding  percentages  calculated  from  data  re- 
ported in  the  1930  census.   This  may  be  partly  explained  by  the  fact  that 
school  attendance  has  increased  since  1930.   Another  contributing  factor  is 
that  since  1930  migration  to  the  cities  has  decreased.   As  a  larger  portion  of 
the  young  women  usually  leave  the  farms  than  the  young  men  this  decrease  would 
leave  more  young  women  on  the  farms.   A  third  reason  is  that  more  of  the  out- 
of-school  than  of  the  in-school  group  and  more  of  the  young  men  than  of  the 
young  women  were  away  from  home  at  the  time  the  study  was  -made.  For  example, 
out-of-school  young  men  enrolled  in  C.C.C.  camps  or  working  away  from  home  in 
mining  camps  were  included  in  the  census  but  were  not  included  in  this  study 
because  they  were  not  living  at  home  at  the  time  the  study  was  made. 

IT  ami  ly  and  Home  Situations 

Differences  in  age,  sex,  or  school  status  had  little  or  no  relation- 
ship to  the  family  and  home  situations.   The  mothers  of  93  percent  and  the 
fathers  of  89  percent  of  the  young  people  were  living.   Two  percent  reported 
stepmothers  and  3  percent  stepfathers.   The  young  people  interviewed  had  an 
average  of  5,2 'living  brothers  and  sisters.  ;Some  of  the  brothers  and  sisters 
had  left  home  to  marry  or  to  get  work  as  the  average  number  of  persons  living 
at  home,  except  hired  help,  but  including  parents,  children,  and  other  rela- 
tives, was  6.2.  Of  these  2  were  26  years'  of  age  or  older,  2.1  were  between 
16  and  25,  and  2.1  were  younger  than  16. 

Although  74  percent  were  in  the  farm  group  from  the  standpoint  of 
residential  classification,  only  59  percent  reported  farmer  as  the  principal 
occupation  of  the  head  of  the  family. 

The  average  of  the  number  of  rooms  in  the  homes  of  the  young  people 
was  5.4,  and  33  percent  ha,d  bedrooms  that  were  not  shared  with  another  person. 
The  percentage  of  the  young  people  who  reported  electric  lights  in  the  home 
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was  96;  a  radio,  89;  running  water,  78;  "bathroom,  49;  and  telephone,  27. 
There  were  77  percent  that  were  members  of  families  that  had  an  automobile. 

Most  of  the  young. people  (95.6  percent)  were  living  under  the  parental 
roof.  Three  percent  were  living  with  other  relatives  and  1  percent  were  liv- 
ing with  their  employers. 


EDUCATIONAL  AITD  OCCUPATIONAL  SITUATIONS 

Educational  Situation 
of  Young  People  in  School 

Of  the  208  young  people  who  were  in  school,  97  percent  were  in  high 
school,  most  of  them  "being  juniors  or  seniors.   Three  percent  were  in  college 
and  living  at  home.  No  effort  was  made  to  include  young  people  attending 
college  and  not  living  at  home.   Almost  all  of  those  in  high  school  planned 
to  continue  until  they  graduated,  and  33  percent  were  definitely  planning  for 
college  or  other  training  "beyond  high  school.   In  addition  to  the  33  percent 
of  the  high-school  students  who  planned  for  advanced  training,  52  percent 
desired  or  hoped  to  continue  their  schooling  after  completing  high  school. 

Education  of  Out -of -School  Group 

All  "but  3  percent  of  the  out-of-school  youth  had  attended  high  school. 
In  Utah,  the  rural  schools  operate  under  the  consolidated  school  law,  and 
busses  transport  students  from  small  communities  to  the  high-school  center. 
Of  all  those  out  of  school,  69  percent  were  high-school  graduates  and  18  per- 
cent had  attended  college  or  taken  other  training  beyond  high  school  (table  2) 
In  most  cases  the  college  or  advanced  training  was  of  1  year's  duration. 


Table  2. —  Schooling  completed  by  out-of-school,  unmarried 

youth  16-25  years  of  age 


Schooling  completed 

Young 
men 

Ycung 
women 

Both 

127 

13.4 

45.6 

36.2 

2.4 

2.4 

76 

25.0 
61.8 
13.2 

•  •   • 

•  •   • 

203 

Percentage  who  have  completed: 

17.7 
51.7 

27.6 

1.5 

1.5 
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One  in  6  of  the  out-of-schcol  youth  are  planning  to  return  to  school 
for  college  or  other  advanced  training.  An  additional  34  percent  desire  or 
hope   to    secure,  education  "beyond  the  high-school   level. 

Vocational  Agriculture  and  Home  Economics 

More  than  three-fourths  of  both  the   in-school  and  out-of-school  young 
men  had  studied  vocational  agriculture   in  high   school.      Those   in   school  had 
taken  agriculture   courses  for  an  average  period  of  2.1  years,   while   the   aver- 
age reported  by  those  out   of    school  was  2.5  years.      Approximately  90  percent 
of  both  the   in-school  and  out-of-schcol  young  women  had  taken  courses   in  home 
economics.      The  average  number  of  years   that   this  course  had  been  studied  by 
those  who   had  taken  it  was   2.6  years   and  was   the   same  for  both  in-school  and 
out-of-school  groups. 

Associated  with  most   high   schools,  in  Utah  is  a   seminary  that   offers, 
courses   in  the  field  of  religion.      The   88  percent  of   the  young  people  who   had 
taken  courses   in  the   seminary  had  attended  for  an  average  period  of   2.7  years. 

Occupational   Situation  of   the  Young  Men 

Of   the  127  young  men  out  of    school,    103  lived  in  farm  families.      Based 
upon  their   employment   records  for   the  past  year,    34  were   not  primarily   depend- 
ent upon  the  home  farm  for   employment  as    they  had  been  employed  100   days  or 
more   at  work  away  from  home.      Seven  were   operating  the   home  farm.      A  general 
farm-management   appraisal  was  made  of    the   enterprises  on  the  farms  of    the 
other   62  out-of-school  young  men  who  were    largely  dependent   upon  the  home  farm 
for  employment.      The   labor  needed  on  these   farms   indicated  that  9  of  the  young 
men  were   needed  on  an  annual  basis   (more   than  6  months)   and  that   if  they  had 
not  been  working  at  home   their  father  would  have  needed  a  hired  hand.      There 
were   14  who  were   needed  for   seasonal  farm  work   (l   to    6  months).      The   remaining 
39  were   living  on  farms  where  the  father  could  have   done  all   the   labor  with  a 
very   small   amount   of  hired  seasonal   labor   (less   than  25   days)    or  without   any 
extra  help.      Twenty- two   of   the  39  who  were   not   needed  on  the   home  farm  had 
more   than  20  but  not  more  than  90  days'    employment  away  from  home. 

Some   of   the  farm  youth  whose  principal   employment    during   the  past  year 
was  away  from  home   had  helped  with  the  work  on  the   home  farm.      Table   3  gives 
the  occupational  data     for   the  young  men  including  the  nonfarm  group  as  well 
as   those   living   in  farm  families. 

Occupational  Preference  of   the  Young  Men 

"Have  you  definitely  decided  upon  your   lifework?"      "Yes"  was   the   answer 
of  48  percent  of   the  in-school  and  53  percent  of   the  out-of-school  young  men. 
Regardless  of  whether  or   not    the  young  person  being  interviewed  had  definitely 
decided  upon  a   lifework,    he  was  asked  to   give   his    "first   choice."     Farming 
was   the   occupation  preferred  by  22  percent   of    the   in-school   and  38  percent   of 
the   out-of-school  young  men.      There  were   24  percent   of   the   in-school  and  16 
percent  of   the   out-of-school  groups  who  wanted  to  follow  a  profession.      Seven- 
teen percent   of   those   in   school  and  -2-2  percent  of  those  out   of   school  planned^ 
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Table  3 » — Occupational  situatio ns  aiid;/pr eferences- — young  men 


^ypc   of  occupation 


Number  of  records 

Percentage  indicating: 

"arming  

Technical  engineer  

Other  professional  * 

i Forester 

Other,  .propr i e to r ,  manager , 
-  and  official  

Salesman,  clerk,  and  kindred  '■-■• 
worker 

Aviator 

Mecnanxc  .««.«•«'«••.««..».«»••• 

Other  skilled  laborer 

Semiskilled-  laborer 

Unskilled  laborer 

Unknown  

Not-  gainfully  employed 


Out  of  school 


Occupation 
daring 
last  year 


127 


78.0 


1.6 


1.6 


A  1 
O  .  c 


11. 0 


0/8 


Occupational 
•  preference 


127 

37.8 

3.1 

13.4 

3.1 

8.6 

.  .  '2.4 
2.4 
13.4 
6.3 
1.6 
0.8 
7.1 


In  school 


'Occupational 
preference 


94 

22.4 

10.6 

13.8 

4.3 

10.6 

5.3. 

6.4 
5.3 

•  •         • 

•  •         • 

16.0 


to  be    skilled  workmen.      The  remainder   included  some   (16  percent   of   those   in 
school   and  7  percent  of    those   out  of   school)   who    did  not   have  or  would  not 
give   a   "first-  choice"  occupation.      Of   the   163  young  men  who   lived  with  parents 
or  relatives   that -operated  farms,    38  percent  gave    "farmer"  as   their  first 
choice  occupation.. 

<      Six  percent   of  the   out-of-school  young  men  interviewed  had  already- 
entered  their   chosen  vocation/ 6.      In  addition  61  percent    expected  to    enter   the 


/6     Of   those  who    indicated  farming  as   their'  vocational   choice,    only  those  who 
were  farm  operators  were  classed  as  having  entered  their   chosen  vocation. 
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vocation  of  their  choice  or  "be  getting  nece'ssary  ■;  training  or  experience  for 
it  daring,  the  next  5  years*  Accepting  any  kind  of  a  job,  working  at  home,  or 
following  a  vocation  .other  than  the  preferred  one  was  the  type  of  occupation- 
al activity  reported- as  pro  cable  during  the  next  5  years  by  26  percent  of  the 
out-of -school  young  .'men.  The  7  percent  who  gave  no  first  choice  vocation  did 
not  answer  the  question  in  regard  to  their  probable  occupational  situation 
in  the  coming  5  years. 

Two-thirds  (65.9  percent)  of  the  in-school  young-men  expected  to  : 
enter,  or  be  getting  training  for  their  preferred  vocation  during  the  next  5 
years.   A  sixth  (18.1  percent)  expected  to  follow  another  vocation,  work  at 
home, 'or  accept  any  kind  of  job.   The  other  sixth  (16  percent)  did  not 'report 
a  first  choice  occupation. 

Opportunity  on  the  Home  Farm 

There  were  163  young  men  who  lived  with  parents  or  other  relatives  that 
operated  farms.   In  some  cases  two  brothers'  were ■ interviewed  from  the  same 
farm  so  that  the  total  number  of  farm  families  in  which  the  young  men  lived 
was  145.   An  approximate  farm-management  appraisal  of  these  farms  indicated 
that  2  of  them  were  three-man  units,  22  were  two-nan- units,  64  were  one-man 
units,  43  were  part-time  units  (approximately  6  months'  profitable  employment 
for  one  man),  and  14  were  subsistence  units  (could  be  operated  ^oy   a  person 
occupied  full  time  at  another  occupation). ' 

The  average  number  of  living- sons  in'  these  farm  families- was  3.6. 
Many  of  the  fathers  who  were  operating  these  farms  were  able-bodied  men  of 
approximately  50  years  of  age  who  were  not'  expecting-  to  retire-  or  turn  over 
the  operation  of  their  farmsj  to  the  sens  during  the  next  few  years.   Assuming 
the  continued  operation  of  all  the- farm  by  the  father,  2  of  the' farms  offered 
permanent  employment  for  2  of  the  sons  and  22  of  the  farms  offered  permanent 
employment  for  1  of  the  sons.   On  this  basi's,  there- would  be  opportunity  for 
permanent  employment  on  the  home  farm  for  5  percent  of  the  young  men  reared 
there.   '  *       ......... 

If  we  assume  that  the  fathers  were  all  retiring  immediately' and  turning 
over  the  operation  of  the  farm  to  their  sons,  2  of  the  145  farms  will  provide 
employment  for  3  of  the  sons;  22  will  provi'de  employment  for  2  of  the  sons; 
64  will  provide  employment  for  1  son;  and  43  will  provide  half-time  employment 
for  1  son.   On  this  basis,  the  home  farms  will  provide  26  percent  of  the  em- 
ployment reeded  by  the  young  men  reared  on  them.   As  the  fathers  were. not 
retiring  immediately  this  situation  is  dependent  upon  some  employment  for  these 
sons  between  the  time  they  finish  school  and  the  time  when  the  father  retires. 
For  example,  if  there  is  continuity  of  family  operation  of  the  farm  and  if 
the  average  father  retires  at  65  ana  is  30  years  older  than  his  son,  the  son 
will  become  the  farm  operator  at  35  years  of  s.ge.      If  he  finished  school  at 
18,  there  is  a  17-year  interim  in  which  he  needs  supplemental  employment. 


Although  this  study  was  not  conducted  in  a  way  to  secure  an  adequate 
statistical  measure  of  the  oeporl 
home 
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be  available  to  somewhat  more  than.  5  percent-  and  somewhat  less  than  26 
percent  of  the  young  men.  reared- on- these- farms.   Further  study  is  needed  to 
determine  more  accurately  the  percentage  of  the  young  men  reared  on  farms  in 
Utah  that  will  find  permanent  employment  on  their  home  farms  or  on  other 
farms. 

Occupational  Situation  of  the  Young  Women 

Thirty-two  of  the  76  young  women  out  of  school  had  been  employed  away 
from  home  for  100  days  or  more  during  the  past  year.  Fifteen  had  been  employed 
.from  50  to  99  days,  15  had  employment  for  less  than  50  days,  and  14  had  no 
gainful  employment  away  from  home  (table  4). 

The  types  of  regular  employment  (100  days  or  more)  reported  most  fre- 
quently were:   housework,  7;  clerk  in  store,  6;  waitress,  6;  and  teacher,  3. 


Table  4. — Occupational  situation  and  pref erence--young  women 


Type  of  occupation 

Oat  c 

f  school 

In  school 

Occupation 

during 

last  year 

Occupational 
preference 

Occupational 
preference 

76 
69.7 

•  •   • 

4.0 

•  •    • 

4.0 
9.2 

•  •    • 

•  •    • 

3.9 

9.2 
... 

76 

40.8 

4.0 

9.2 

10.5 

13.2 

2.6 

•  •    • 

11,8 

1.3 

•  •   • 

6.6 

114 

Percentage  indicating: 

22.8 
14.9 

7.9 

7.9 

Stenographer  and  office  worker. 
Salesman,  clerk,  and 

29.0 
2.6 

Skilled  laborer  

3.5 

8.8 

•   •   • 

2.6 
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Occupational.  Preference  of  the  Young  Women 

There  were  56  percent  of  the  in-school  and  58  percent  of  the  out -of - 
school  young  women  who  said  that  they  had  definitely  decided  upon  the  life- 
work  which  they  would  like  to  follow.   Most  of  those  who  had  not  definitely 
decided  'indicated  a  "first  choice"  hut  3  percent  of  the  in-school  and  7  percent 
of  the  out-of-school  not  only  had  not  made  a  definite  decision  hut  would  not 
indicate :an  occupational  preference. 

Secretarial  worker,  homemaker,  nurse,  "beautician,  and  teacher  were  the 
most'popular  occupations  with  the  young  women.   Almost  twice  as  many  (40.8 
percent)  of  the  out-cf-school  group  as  of  the  in-school  group  (22.8  percent) 
reported  homemaker  as  their  first  choice,   Secretarial  work  was  first  choice 
.for  more  than  twice  as  many  of  those  in  school  (29, percent)  as  it  was  for 
those  out  of  school  (13.2  percent). 

Seven  percent  of  the  out-of-school  young  women  had  entered  their  chosen 
vocation  and  66  percent  expected  to  enter  or  he  getting  training  for  it  during 
the  next  5  years.   Eighteen  percent  expected  to  follow  another  vocation,  to 
work  at  home,  or  to  accept  any  kind  of  job.   Throe-fourths  of  those  in  school 
expected  to  enter  or  he  getting  training  for  their  preferred  vocation  during 
the  next  5  years.   Most  of  the  others  expected  to  spend  the  greater  part  of 
the  5  years  ahead  working  at  home  or  at  any  job  that  they  could  find. 

ECONOMIC  STATUS  OF  RURAL  YOUTH 
Money  Income  of  Young, People 

There  is  a  wide  variation  in  the  amount  of  income  receivedby  different 
individuals  of  the  same  age  and  sex  (tables  5  and  6).   This  variation  is  af- 
fected only  slightly  by  the  school  status. of  the  individual.   The  median  in- 
come for  the  out-of-school  young  people  is  approximately  20  percent  greater 
than  the  in-school  young  people  of  the  same  age  and  sex. 

* 

The  median/7-  annual  income,  showed  a  steady  annual  increase  of  20  to'  25 
percent  as  the  young  people  grow  older.   This  increase  was  similar  for  both 
young  men  and  young  women. 

The  median  annual  income  of  the  young  men  was  almost  twice  as  much  as 
the  income  of  the  young  women  of  the.  same  .age..  Six  percent  of  the  young  women 
and  17  percent  of  the  young  men  had  incomes  of  $300  or  more.   Two-fifths 
(40.5  percent)  of  the  young  women  and  13  percent  of  the  young  men  had  incomes 
of  less  than  $50. 


~pf     In  measures  of  cash  income,  the  median  is  a  better  measure  of  central 
tendency  than  the  average  (arithmetic  mean),  .A  few  relatively  high  in- 
comes result  in  an  arithmetic  mean  which  is  higher  than  69  percent  of  all 
the  cases.   The  median  is  the .middle  case.  .  Fifty  percent  of  the  indivi- 
duals have  incomes  higher  than  the  median,  and  50  percent  have  incomes 
that  are  lower.  W 
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Table  5. — Total  mo ney  income  of  young  men 


Income 

Hum"ber  of  cases  "by  age  groups  ■ 

Total 

16-17 

18-19 

20-21 

22-23 

24-25 

Number 

Per- 
centage 

0  -    $49  .... 

$50  -    $99  

$100  -   $149  .... 
$150  -   $199  .... 
$200  -   $299  .... 
$300  -   $399  ,... 
$400  -   $499  .... 
$500  -   $749  .... 
$750  -   $999  .„.. 

18 

28 

'  14 

19 

3 

1 

1 

•    t   • 

6 
21 
14 

13 
4 

1 
1 

4 

5 
6 
3 
11 
2 
2 
2 
1 

t    •    • 

•   •   • 

5 

1 

2 
i 

X 

1 

4 
4 

1  ■ 
3' 

1  ■  . 
■  6- 
.  » •  » 

1   ■ 
.  »•  •■  ■ 

.4 

1  • 

•2  • 

2  • 

•   •   • 

29 

65 

35 

27 

28 

12 

9 

9 

4 

.3 

13.1 

29.4 

15.8 

12.2 

12c7 

5.4 

.  4.1 

4.1 

1.8 

$1,000  -  Si, 250  .... 

•    •    • 

•    •    • 

1.4 

Total  

84 

$104 

$90 

62 
$148 
$103 

36 
$213 
$194 

22 
$4.14 
$418 

17 

$306 
$300 

•  221 
$181 
$115 

3  00.0 

Median 

.   •   • 

Source  of  Money  Income 

Spending  money,  gifts,  and  allowances  received  principally  from 
parents  had  been  the  most  important  source  of  income  for  almost  half  (47.8 
percent)  of  the  young  women  in  school  during  the  past  year  (fig.  3).  Almost 
a  third  (32.4  percent)  of  the  young  men  in  school  were  dependent  upon  that 
source.   Less  than  one-fifth  (19.2  percent)  of  the  out-of-school  young  people 
had  received  a  major  portion  of  their  income  from  their  parents  or  relatives 
as  gifts,  allowances,  or  spending  money. 

In  addition  to  the  30  percent  of  all  the  young  people  who  had  re- 
ceived a  major  portion  of  their  income  as  allowances,  gifts,  and  spending 
money,  27  percent  had  received  some  money  from  this  source.   The  amount  which 
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Ta"ble  6. — Total  money  income  of  young  women 


Number  of  c 

ases  by 

age  groi 

ips 

.  Total 

Income 

16-17 

1 

18-19 

20-21 

i 

22-23  j 

j 

24-25 

Number 

Per- 
centage 

0  -    $49  

50  ' 

"  "  18 

5 

4 

•   •   • 

77 

40.5 

$50"  -    $99  .  ..... 

33 

10 

•   6 

3 

1 

53 

27.9 

$100  -   $149  '. .' 

'  16 

6 

3 

2 

•   •   • 

27 

14.2 

$150^-   $199  

2 

3 

3 

1 

1  ' 

10 

5.3 

$200  -   $299  

2 

3 

3 

2 

12 

6.3 

$300'-   $399 

■    ■   • 

•    •    • 

1 

1 

e   •   e 

2 

1.1 

$400  -   $499  

©   •   • 

•    •    • 

1 

•   •   • 

2 

1.1 

$500'-   -$749  

•   •   • 

1 

2 

l' 

1 

5 

2.6 

$750'-  $1,000  

•   ♦   • 

•   •   • 

•    •    • 

2 

♦  .  • 

2 

1.0 

Total 

103 

41 

24 

17 

5 

190 

100.0 

Average 

$61 

$90 

$164 

$243 

$291 

'$102 

•   ■   • 

Median  

$50 

$62 

$104 

$120 

$200 

$61 

•   •   • 

the  young  men  most  frequently  estimated  that  they  had  received  as  spending 
money  was  a  dollar  a  week.   Young  women  reported  a  dollar  a  month  and  50 
cents  a  week  more  frequently  than  other  amounts  (table  7). 

Wages  for  work  at  home  was  the  most  important  source  of  income  for  9 
percent  of  the  young  men  and  3  percent  cf  the  young  women.  In  addition  to 
these,  6  percent  of  the  young  men  and  5  percent  of  the  young  women  received 
some  money  from  this  source.  The  median  amount  that  young  men  had  received 
from  this  source  during  the  last  year  was  $96  and  the  median  amount  for  the 
young  -women  was  $23. 

Five-sixths  of  the  young  people  had  earned  money  working  away  from 
home  during  the  year  preceding  the  interview.   It  was  the  major  source  of 
income  for  64  percent.   The  amount  received  varied  from  $1  to  $1,000  and  the 
type  of  work  from  caring  for  children  to  teaching  school. 
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Young  men  in  school 


Young  men  out  of  school 


Young  women  in  school 


Young  women  out  of  school 


Wages  or  share  in  farm  business  ------ 

Spending  money,  gifts,  and  allowances  -  -  - 
Earnings  away  from  home  ---------- 


Figure  3. —  Percentage  of  young  people  who  received  the  major  portion  of 
their  income  from  the  various  sources  indicated. 


Of  the  127  young  men  out  of  school,  114  (89.8  percent)  had  received 
some  income  from  employment  away  from  home.   Sizteen  had  been  employed  as 
farm  laborers  on  a  year-round,  basis  (table  8).   Many  more  (56)  had  been  em- 
ployed for  seasonal  farm  ?/ork  (from  a  few  days  to  5  months).   Sheep  herding 
and  harvesting  fruit,  sugar  beets,  end  hay  were  the  most  common  types  of 
farm  labor  performed.   Mining,  service-station  work,  truck  driving,  railroad 
work,  road  work,  and  construction  work  were  the  other  types  of  employment 
most  frequently  reported. 

Seasonal  farm  work  was  the  type  of  employment  reported  most  frequently 
by  the  young  men  in  school.   Of  the  94  interviewed,  77  (81.9  percent)  re- 
ported some  income  from  employment  away  from  home  and  62  had  earned  all  or  , 
part  of  this  income  doing  seasonal  farm  work.   The  typical  situation  was  20 
days  of  work  at  $1.50  a  day. 
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Table  7. — Relation  of  source  of  money  income  to  amount  received 


Source  of  income 

Young  men 

Young  women 

Total 

In 
school 

Out  of 
school 

In 
school 

Out  of 

SChOOl 

94 

11.7 
$125 

31.9 
$63 

64.9 
$36 

127 

16.5 
$75 

89.8 
$135 

33.8 
$50 

114 

7.0 
$20 

79.8 
$27 

86.0 
$24 

76 

7.9 
$42 

81.6 
$101 

43.4 
$24 

411 

Wages  or  share  in  business 
at  home : 

Employment  away  from  home: 

11.2 
$60 

83.7 
$71 

Spending  money,  gifts,  and 
allowance  from  parents  or 
others: 

57.2 
$25 

Waitress  or  clerk  in  store,  housework,  seasonal  farm  work,  and  work 
in  the  cannery  were  the  types  of  employment  reported  most  frequently  by  young 
women.   Seasonal  farm  work  usually  provided  from  2  to  4  weeks  of  work  at 
approximately  a  dollar  a  day.   The  median  pay  for  housework  was  70  cents  a 
day  and  the  period  of  employment  varied  widely.   The  cannery  work  usually 
furnished  employment  for  3  to  6  weeks  at  $1  to  $1.50  a  day.   Work  as  a  clerk 
or  waitress  usually  paid  a  dollar  a.  day  or  more  and  was  somewhat  more  perma- 
nent than  farm  or  cannery  employment. 

Income  Other  Than  Cash 

Almost  all  the  young  people  in  school  (99.5  percent)  received  food 
and  shelter  in  addition  to  their  cash  income.   Most  of  the  out- of- school 
group  received  food  (95.1  percent)  and  shelter  (96  percent)  in  addition  to 
money  income.   Clothing  and  use  of  the  family  automobile  were  additional  kinds 
of  noncash  income  received  by  many  of  those  interviewed  (table  9). 

Some  of  the  cash  and  noncash  income  received  by  the  young  people  from 
their  families  was  partly  repaid  by  money  that  the  young  people  contributed 
to  the  family  living  expenses.   Twenty-four  percent  of  all  the  young  people 
reported  that  some  of  the  money  they  had  earned  had  been  given  to  the  family, 
The  median  amount  used  for  this  purpose  was  $50. 
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Table  8. — Outside  employment  of  rural  young  people 


Type  of  work 

Number 
employed 

Usual  employment  situation/8 

Young  men  out  of  school  - 
127  records: 

56 

25 
16 

9 

8 
4 

40  days   @  $1.70  a  day. 

25  days   @  $3.00  a  day. 
7  months  @  $35.00  a  month. 
4  m'oTL't'hs'  ©  550<,00  a  month. 

Unskilled  labor  (includes  rail- 
road and  road  work,  const rue - 

Year-round  farm  work  

3  months  ©  $85o00  a  month. 
5  months  @   $45.00  a  month. 

Young  men  in  school  - 
94  records: 

62 
11 

9 

6 

20  days   @  $1,55  a  day. 
15  days   ©  $1,50  a  day. 
30  days   @  $2*00  a  day. 
$98.00  a  year. 

Unskilled  labor  

Young  women  out  of  school  - 
76  records: 

19 

18 

16 

11 
o 

3 

10  -weeks  @  $4»50  a  week. 

Waitress  or  clerk  in  store  

18  weeks  @  $7,00  a  week. 
38  days   ©  $1*45  a  day. 
17  days  ®   $1,25  a.  day. 
40  days   @  $2.00  a  day. 
9  months  @  $83*00  a  month. 

Seasonal  farm  work „ 

Young  women  in  school  - 
114  records: 

42 

32-  " 
30 
14 
11 

20  days   @  80  cents  a  day. 

21  days-   @  $1-20  a  day. 

14  days   @  70  cents  a  day. 
12  days  '  %   75  cents  a  day. 
32  days  •  •  ©  $-l.-20  a  day. 
25  davs  ©   $lo50  a  day. 

Caring  for  children  ............ 

Waitress  or  clerk  in  store  

:  ■ 

■ 

'  f_B     Median  period  of  .time  and  wage  for  type  of  work  reported. 
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Table  9. — 'Income  other  than  cash 


I 


Item 

Young  men 

Young  women 

Total 

16-17 

years 

18-20 
years 

21-25 
years 

16-17 

years 

18-20 
years 

21-25 

years 

Percentage  receiving 

84 

73.8 

36.9 

82 

41.5 

40.2 

55 

25.4 

36.4 

103 

76.7 
25.2 

57 

57.9 

26.3 

30 

43.3 

50.0 

411 
57.2 

Percentage  having  use 

34.1 

Savings  and  Property 

More  than  half  of  the  young  people  had  saved  money  or  acquired  pro- 
perty. Life  insurance  was  reported  "by  36  percent  (table  10).   Savings 
account  in  a  bank  was  reported  by  19  percent  of  thqs.e  in  school  -and  8  percent 
of  the  out-of-school  group.  More  than  a  third  .(34.5  .percent)  of  the  21-25- 
year-old  young  men  owned  an  automobile.  Almost  a. third  (31.2  percent)  of  all 
young  men  owned  livestock,  principally  cattle,  hogs,  and  horses.  Nineteen 
percent  of  the  young  women  reported  property,  principally  hope  chests,  furni- 
ture, and  musical  instruments.   There  -wBte   50  percent  of  the  young  women  and 
40  percent  of  the  young  men  that  did  not  report  any  type  of  savings  or  property. 


Table  10. — Savings  and  property 


Item 

Young  men 

Young  women 

Total 

16-17 

18-20 

21-25  . 

16-17 

18-20 . 

21-25 

years 

years 

years 

.years . 

years 

.years 

84 

82 

55 

103 

57 

30 

411 

Percentage  having: 

39.3 

35.4 

45.4 

26.2 

35.1 

46.7 

36.0 

21.4 

4.9 

7.3 

17.5 

8.8 

23.3 

V 

"13.6 

Percentage  owning: 

1.2 

8.5 

34.5 

•   •   • 

1.8 

.   .   . 

6.8 

Livestock  ,..,.,..-..,.. 

32.1 

28.0 

34.5 

1.0 

1.8 

... 

17.3 

Other  property  ,.,.... 

7.1 

1.2 

3.6 

17.5 

17.5 

20.0 

10.5 

"  - 
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SOCIAL  STATUS  0?  RURAL  YOUTH 

Organization  Membership  and  Attendance 

The  social  activities  of  the  agricultural  community  are  centered  in 
the  local  units  of  the  Latter-Day  Saints  Church.   Almost  all  these  wards  have 
not  only  a  meeting  house  "but  also  a  recreation  hall.   Sunday  school  and  church 
meetings  are  held  on-  Sundays.   Almost  all  (95.1  percent)  the  young  people  were 
church  members  and  85  percent  had  attended  during  the  last  year  (table  11, 
fig.  4,  and  table  12').   In  addition  84  percent  reported  that  they  had  attended 
Sunday  school.   Twenty-five  church  services  and  32  Sunday  school  services 
during  the  last  year  were  the  average  number-  reported  by  those  who  attended. 

Eighty  percent  of  the  young  people  interviewed  were  members  of  the 
Mutual  Improvement  Association,  an  auxiliary  of  the  church  for  young  people 
that  usually  met  on  Tuesday  evenings.   This  organization  was  divided  into  a 
number  of  groups  in  most  wards.  Boys  12  to  15  or  16  years  of  age  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Boy  Scouts  and  girls  of  the  same  age  were  members  of  the  Beehive, 
A  few  continued  longer  in  these  organizations  as  leaders.   Vanguard  or 
Explorers  for  young  men  and  Juniors  for  young  women  were  for  those  15  to  17 
years  of  a.ge.   These  intermediate  groups  were  not  found  in  all  wards,   "Mn 
Men  was  the  organization  for  unmarried  young  men  18  years  of  age  or  older. 
Gleaners  was  the  corresponding  organization  for  young  women.   The  organization 
for  young  married  couples  was  called  Seniors.  Another  auxiliary  of  the  Latter- 
Day  Saints  Church  was  the  Primary  Association  for  children,  viith   the  older 
young  people  frequently  -serving  as  leaders. 

Attendance  a,t  meetings  of  the  Mutual  Improvement  Association  was  re- 
ported by  83  percent  of  the  young  people  interviewed,  including  a  few  who  were 
not  members.   Those  attending  had  gone  to  an  average  of  24  meetings  during 
the  last  year,  For  the  young  men  the  attendance  was  largely  at  the  "M,r  Men 
meetings.   The  young  women's  attendance  was  largely  at  meetings  of  the  Juniors 
and  at  meetings  of  the  Gleaners* 

In  addition  to  their  regular  meetings  the  ".M"  Men  in  some  wards  had 
basketball  teams.   Two  of  the  94  in-school  young  men  and  15  of  the  127  out- 
of-school  youngmen  were  members  of  these  teams  and  had  played  in  an  average 
of  11  games.  •  '• 

Most  of  the  young  people  had  taken  part  in  Mutual  Improvement  Associa- 
tion activities  for  a  number  of  years.   In  addition  to  the  3  percent  who 
reported  present  membership  in  the  Boy  Scouts  or  Beehive  there  were  75  percent 
who  reported  that  they  had  formerly  been  a  member  of  one  of 'these  organizations. 

The  school  organizations  did.  not -have  the  almost  universal  appeal  of  the 
church  organizations.   Forty  percent  of  the  young  men  in  school  were  members 
of  Future  Farmers  of  America  and.  had  attended  an  average  of  4  meetings. 
Thirty-two  percent  were  members  of  athletic  teams  and  had  averaged  7  games. 
Thirty-one  percent  were  members  of  musical  organizations  and  had  participated 
in  an  average  of  8  public  presentations.   Eleven  percent  were  members  of 
other  school  clubs.  ; 
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Among  the  young  women  in  school,  one-fourth  were  members  of  musical 
organizations  and  had.  participated  in  an  average  of  11  public  presentations. 
One-sixth  were  members  of  high- school  home-economics  clubs  sponsored  by  the 
vocational  teachers  and  had  attended  an  average  of  12  meetings.  One-sixth 
were  members  of  athletic  teams  and  had  played  in  an  average  of  5  games.  One- 
eighth  were  members  of  other  school  clubs. 

.  Among  the  young  people  in  school,  12  percent  were  4-H  club  members  at 
the  time  the  study  was  made  and  -49  percent  had  been  members  formerly.   Among 
the  out-of-school  young  people  16  to  20  yea.rs  of  age,  3  percent  were  4-H  Club 
members  and  34  percent  were  former  members.   Those  who  attended  4-H  club 
meetings  during  the  last  year  had  averaged  10  meetings.   The  former  members 
had  belonged  for  an  average  of  2.6  years. 

;  Leadership  in  Organizations 

Half  of  the  young  people  had  leader  ship  experience  as  officers  or 
leaders  in  an  organization.   Twenty-five  oercent  of  a.ll  the  young  people  had 
been  officers  or  leaders  in  Mutual  Improvement  Association,  20  percent  in 
Sunday  School,  10  percent  in  other  church  activities,  and  19  percent  in  4-H 
clubs. 

Attendance  at  Social  Activities 

In  addition  to  church,  Sunday  school,  and  Mutual  Improvement  Associa- 
tion meetings,  there  were  three  activities  in  which  at  least  75  "percent  of 
the  young  people  participated  (table  12).   These  were  attendance  at  movies, 
attendance  at  dances,  and.  auto  riding  with  others  for  pleasure.   Almost  all 
(99.5  percent)  had  attended  movies  during  the  last  year,  and  the  average  at- 
tendance was  almost  once  a  week  (42  times  a  year).  Nine  in  ten  (89  percent) 
went  to  dances,  and  the  average  number  attended  by  those  who  reported  this 
activity  was  29  times  a  year.   An  average  of  34  pleasure  rides  with  others 
in  the  automobile  during  the  past  year  was  reported  by  the  78  percent  of  the 
young  people  who  had  engaged,  in  this  activity. 

Watching  athletic  events,  attending  church  suppers,  socials,  and  the 
like,  attending  other  parties  and  picnics,  and  swimming  were  activities  re- 
ported 'by   more  than  two-thirds  of  the  young  people.   Attendance  or  partici- 
pation averaged  between  7  and  12  events  a  year  for  those  who  took  part  in 
these  four  types  of  social  activities. 

The  average  total  participation  in  all  meetings  and  social  activities 
was  238  a  year  for  the  young  women  compared  with  170  a  year  for  the  young 
men.   The  difference  of  68  more  socia.1  events  for  young  women  is  largely  be- 
cause they  attended  church  and  church  organization  meetings  more  frequently, 
went  to  more  movies,  parties,  and  dances,  and  took  more  pleasure  rides  in 
the  automobile  than  the  young  men. 

The  average  total  social  participation  of  the  young  people  in  school 
was  214  events  a  year  compared  with  190  for  those  out  of  school.   The 
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Table  12. — Attendance  at  social  activities 


Item 


Number  of  records  

Church: 

Percentage  attending  , 

Average  number  of  times  . . .  .. 

Sunday  school: 

Percentage  attending  . . . 

Average  number  of  t  imes  

Young  people's  organizations  of  the 

church  (M.I. A. ) : 

Percentage  attending  

Average  number  of  times 

All  other  organization  meetings: 

Percentage  attending 

Average  number  of  times 

Athletic  events:  '  .- 

Percentage  participating  as  player  ., 

Average  number  of  games 

Percentage  attending  as  a  spectator  . 

Average  number  of  games 

Church  socials,  suppers,  parties,  etc.. 

Percentage  attending 

Average  number  of  times , 

Other  parties  and  picnics: 

Percentage  at  tending 

Average  number  of  times  ...,...< 

Movies  or  theater: 

Percentage  attending , 

Average  number  of  times  , 

Dances: 

Percentage  attending 

Average  number  of  times  

Auto  riding  with  others: 

Percentage  participating , 

Average  number  of  times  , 

Swimming  with  others: 

Percentage  participating ■ 

Average  number  of  times  

Attending  fairs: 

Percentage  attending  

Average  number  of  times  

Other: 

Percentage  attending  

Average  number  of  times 

Total  social  participation: 

Percentage  reporting  

Average  number  of  events 

Trips  of  more  than  50  miles  from  home: 

Percentage  reporting  

Average  number  of  trips  

Average  number  of  days  involved  .... 
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Young 

men 

Young 

women 

, In      [Out  of 

In 

Out  of 

Total 

school j school 

SCllOOl 

school 

94     ; 

127 

114 

76 

411 

I 

91.5 

77.2 

93.8 

78.9 

85.4 

24.3 

19.4 

28.7 

27.7 

24.8 

92.6 

68.5 

94.7 

81.6 

83.7 

O  o  •  w 

23.7 

36.4 

35.9 

32.1 

87.2 

75.6 

92.1 

75.0 

82.7 

20.6 

19.7 

29.7 

22.8 

23.5 

71.3 

8.7 

49.1 

27.6 

37.7 

8.0 

15.7 

16.6 

25.3 

14.0 

36.2 

15.7 

15.8 

1.3 

17.8 

7.2 

15.5 

5.3 

26.0 

8.2 

79.8 

66.9 

83.3 

63.2 

73.7 

10.3 

11.4 

14.6 

8.9 

11.7 

'      62.8 

59.0 

85.1 

77.6 

70.6 

6.0 

6.1 

7.8 

8.8 

7.2 

63.8 

49.6 

85.1 

78.9 

68.1 

8.3 

10.4 

11.5 

17.9 

11.9 

100.0 

99.2 

99.1 

100.0 

99.5 

37.4 

41.0 

40.4 

51.5 

42.0 

91.5 

83.5 

93.8 

88.2 

89.0 

21.0 

28.7 

34.1 

32.5 

29.2 

68.1 

70.1 

89.5 

86.8 

78.1 

18.6 

31.7 

38.8 

45.8 

34.2 

78.7 

.    61.4 

78.9 

69.7 

71.8 

12.0 

14.1 

11.4 

7.3 

11.5 

1      74.5 

58.3 

48.2 

55.2 

58.6 

I         1'8 

1.4 

1.6 

1.6 

1.6 

20.2 

24.4 

.     21.5 

22.4 

21.6 

10.4 

..      4.3 

2.3 

10.0 

6.2 

100.0 

99.2 

100.0 

100.0 

99.8 

178.0 

165.0 

243.2 

230.4 

201.8 

81. 9- 

85.0 

93.8 

89.5 

87.6 

5.1 

5.6 

7.3 

8.8 

6.6 

11.9 

13.4 

13.9 

20.5 

14.6 
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difference  is  largely  "because  those  in  school  haA   school  clubs  and  activities 
and  attended  church  and  church  organization  meetings  more  frequently  than 
those  out  of  school. 

The  average  social  participation  for  all  interviewed  was  202  events  a 
year.   In  a  month  a  typical  young  person  attended  church  twice,  Sunday  school 
twice,  Mutual  Improvement  Association,  twice., .  went  to  three  movies,  two  dances, 
one  party,  saw  one  athletic  event,  went  swimming  once,  and  took  two  pleasure 
rides  in  the  automobile.   During  the,  year,  the  typical  youth  attended  a  fair 
and  took  six  trips  to  places  more  than  50.  miles  from  his  home.   The  six  trips 
covered  an  average  period  of  13  days. 


PROBLEMS  0?  RURAL  YOUNG  PEOPLE 

To  determine  what  problems  young  people  recognized  in  their  own  livess 
each  person  interviewed  was  given  a  list  of .15  problems  with  6  subheadings 
under  the  problem,  "Earning  additional  money."  He  was  asked  to  check  each 
problem  in  the  one  of  three  columns  headed  "Of  great  importance",  "Of  some 
importance",  and  "Of  little  or  no  importance"  which  best  applied  to  his  own 
personal  situation. 

"Earning  additional  money"  was  of  great  importance  to  the  greatest 
number  and  "Lack  of  freedom  in  making  personal  choices"  to  the  fewest  (fig.  5), 
The  other  13  problems  were  between  these,  two.   Pour  problems  in  addition  to 
"Earning  additional  money"  were  checked  as  of  great . importance  by  more  than 
150  of  the  4-11  young  people  interviewed..  "Earning  additional  money"  was  a 
problem  of  gres.t  importance  to  79  percent;  "Getting  started  in  chosen  vocation" 
to  66  percent;  "Getting  additional  education"  to  52  percent;  "Choosing  a 
vocation"  to  43  percent;  and  "Developing  a  more  attractive  personality"  to  38 
percent. 

To  compare  the  problems  of  the .various  groups  of  young  people  it  is 
necessary  to  analyze  the  "problem  situation"  of  each  group.   To  do  this  each 
check  in  the  "Of  great  importance"  column  was  evaluated  as  2  and  each  check 
in  the  "Of  some  importance"  column. as  1.   These  values  were  added  for  each 
problem  and  for  each  group  of  young  people..  The  total  for  a  group  of  young 
people  is  referred  to  as  the  "problem  situation",  and  in  table  13  is  repre- 
sented by  100.   The  numerical  value,  given  to  each  problem  indicates  its  rela- 
tive importance  in  the  .total  problem  situation  of  the  group. 

The  differences  between  the  young  men  and  young  women  and  between  the 
in-school  and  out-of-school  groups  are.  not  great.   The  problems  of  the 
16-17-year-olds  are  only  slightly  different  from  the  problems  of  those  who 
are  older.   The  reason  for  this  may  be  that  the  problems  that  are  most  serious 
with  young  people  are,  in  part,  life  problems  that  are  not  peculiar  to  any 
particular  age  group  or  economic  level. 

•The  four  problems  that  were  of  somewhat  greater  importance  to  young 
men  than  to  young  women  were  "Choosing  a  vocation",  "Getting  started  in  chosen  . 
vocation",  "Getting  additional  education",  and. "Earning  additional  money."     4 
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Problem 


Percentage   of  young  t>eot>le 

25  50  75  100 


Earning   additional   money  

Por: 

Training  for  chosen  vocation 


Good  clothes  

Equipment  to  get  started 
in  chosen  vocation  

Helping  family  

Establishing  own  home  .... 

Recreation  or  social  life 

Getting  started  in  chosen 
vocation  

Getting  additional  education  . 
Developing  a  more  attractive 
personality  

Choosing  a  vocation  

Lack  of  opportunity  for  travel 

To  know  more  young  people  .... 
How  to  "become  more 
popular  with  the:   Girls  .... 

Boys 

Lack  of  sufficient  opportunities 
for  recreation  and  social  life. 

Getting  use  or  more  use  of  auto. 

How  to  use  leisure  or  spare  time 

Lack  of  leisure  or  spare  time  . 
Lack  of  freedom  in  making 
personal  choices  

Poor  health  


Percentage   of 
1MM^(7///////A  young  people   report- 

!  ing  problems  as: 

Of  great   importance- 1111111 
Mi/  ///////\        Of   some   importance  -  j§52^ 


Pigure   5. — Problems   of   rural  young  people, 
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?able  13. — I n.f  1  a-e nc ■  e  of  - s e x  an d  school  status  upon  relative 
importance  of  the  various  pro ol ems 


Prohlem 


•Number  of  records 

Earning  additional  money 

Getting  started  in  chosen  vocation  ... 

Getting  additional  education  ......... 

Developing  a  more  attractive 

personality  . . . 

Choosing  a  vocation 

Lack  of  opportunity  for  travel  

To  know  more  young  people  

How  to  "become  more  popular  with  the: 

Girls  

Boys  

Lack  of  sufficient  opportunities  for 
recreation  and  social  life 

Getting  use  or  more  use  of  auto  

How  to  use  leisure  or  spare  time  

Lack  of  leisure  or  spare  time  ........ 

Lack  of  freedom  in  making 

personal  choices . . . 

Poor  health , 

Total  "problem  situation"  ..... 


Percentage  which  each  prohlem 
represents  in  the 
""orohlern  situation'1  of 


Young  men 


In 
school 


94 
13.7 
12.6- 
11.2 

9.4 
9.8 
6.5 
5.3 


5.4 

4.2 
5.1 
3.8 
2.4 

2.4 

1.4 

100.0 


Out  of 
school 


127 
16.7 
14.9 
12.3 

7.9 
8.7 
7.3 

5.5 

4.9 
3.7 

4.0 
3.4 
5.4 
2.2 

1.5 

1.6 

100.0 


Young  women 


In 
school 


114 
13.3 
10.8 
9.6 

10.9 
8.4 
7.8 
7.1 

5.9 
6.1 

5.2 
4.6 
3.2 
3.1 

2.3 

1.7 

100.0 


Out  of 
school 


76 

14.6 
12.4 
10.0 

10.5 
7.7 
7.4 
7.0 

5.1 
5.9 

6*5 
2.3 
2.9 
3.2 

2.3 

2.2 

100.0 


Total 


411 
14.5 
12.6 
10.8 

9,7 
8.8 
7.3 
6.2 

5.7 
5.2 

4.8 
4.0 
3.9 
2.7 

2.1 

1.7 

100.0 
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Tho  problems  of  greater  importance  to  young  women  than  to  young  men  were  "To 
know  more  young  people",  "Lack  of  sufficient  opportunities  for  recreation  and 
social  life",  and  "Developing  a  more  attractive  personality." 

.With  the  out-of- school  group,  "Getting  started  in  chosen  vocation" 
and  "Earning  additional  money"  were  more  important  parts  of  the  problem  sit- 
uation than  they  were  with  the  in-school  group.   "How  to  become  more  popular" 
and  "Getting  the  use  or  more  use  of  the  automobile"  were  a  less  important 
part  of  the  problem  situation  of  those  out  of  school  than  of  those  in  school. 

As  other  studies  had  shown  that  "Earning  additional  money"  was  the 
most  important  problem  in  the  minds  of  rural  youth,  the  questionnaire  was  made 
up  with  six  subheadings  to  determine  why  this  problem  was  so  important.   In 
all  groxips,  the  greatest  need  for  the  money  was  education,  "To  get  training 
needed  to  get  started  in  chosen  vocation."  Among  the  young  women  the  second 
greatest  need  for  money  was  "To  buy  good  clothes"  while  the  young  men  felt 
that  money  "For  equipment  necessary  to  get  started  in  chosen  vocation"  was 
of  second  importance.   All  groups  placed  money  "To  help  with  family  expenses" 
as  fourth  in  importance.   Young  people  in  school  indicated  that  money  "Needed 
for  more  recreation  and  social  life"  was  fifth  in  importance,  while  those  out 
of  school  reported  money  "Necessary  to  establish  a  home  of  their  own"  was  of 
fifth  importance. 


ORGANIZATION  INTERESTS         •  •       •■   '   ! 

Young  People  Want'  to  Join  an  Organization 

Most  of  the  young  people  interviewed  answered  "Yes"  to  the  question 
"Would  you  be  interested  in  joining  with  others  of  similar  age  in  forming  a 
group  to  consider  matters  of  common  interest?"  The  percentage  by  groups  that 
gave  an  affirmative  answer  was: 

Young  women  in  school  -  -  -  100.0 

Young  men  in  school  -  -  -  -  97.9 

Young  women  out  of  school  -  97.4 

Young  men  out  of  'school  -  -  94.5 

Type  of  Organization  Desired 

Those  who  indicated  that  they  were  interested  in  joining  an  organiza- 
tion were  asked  further  questions  to  determine  the  kind  of  group  and  type  of 
program  which  they  preferred. 

There  were  21  percent  who  expressed  a  preference  for  a  group  including 
only  their  own  sex,  while  79  percent  preferred  a  mixed  group  including  both 
young  men  and  young  women.   There  were  64  percent  who  thought  that  only  the 
unmarried  should  be  included,  while  36  percent  favored  a  group  including  both 
married  and  unmarried  young  people. 
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Only  a  few  favored  a  large  organization  meeting  at  the  county  seat. 
Poor  percent  said  they  preferred  a  large  group  (more  than  50  members),  34 
percent  preferred  a  medium-sized  group  (26-50  members),  and  52  percent  pre- 
ferred a  small  group  (5-25  memhers). 

The  county  seat  was  the  meeting  center  preferred  "by  15  percent,  while 
85  percent  indicated  some  other  location.   The  local  community  center  was 
slightly  more  popular  than  the  town  in  which  the  high  school  serving  the  . 
was  located.   A  considerable  jjortion  of  those  who  preferred  the  county  seat 
lived  in  or  close  to  it  and  had  attended  high  school  there,  and  although  they 
chose  it  as  a  meeting  place  they  did  not  wish  a  county-?/ide  organization. 

In  regard  to  frequency  of  meeting,  27  percent  preferred  once  a  week, 
40  percent  every  second  week,  and  33  percent  once  a  month.   That  meetings 
should  he  held  the  year  round  was  the  opinion  of  55  percent,  while  36  percent 
preferred  winter  only  and  8  percent,  most  of  them  in  school,  preferred  sum- 
mer only. 

Each  person  interested  in  joining  a  group  to  consider  matters  of 
common  interest  was  given  a  list  of  24  discussion  and  demonstration  topics 
and  11  group  activities  that  might  he  included  in  the  program  of  such  a  group, 
Also,,  he  was  asked  to  place  a  check  after  each  one  that  he  would  like  to  have 
included.  Most  of  those  interviewed  checked  from  10  to  20  topics.   He  was 
then  asked  to  re-examine  those  he  had  checked  and  pat  a  second  check  after 
the  3  or  4  topics  or  activities  that  would  he  the  most  interesting  to  him 
(figs.  6,  7,  and  8) . 

Program  Interests  of  Young  Men 

The  most  vital  interests  of  the  young  men  particularly  those  out  of 
school  centered  in  the  vocational  topics.   "How  to  choose  a  life  work"  was 
of  interest  to  a  larger  number  of  the  young  men  than  any  other  topic  or 
activity  and  39  percent  indicated  it  was  one  of  the  3  or  4  topics  in  which 
they  had  the  greatest  interest.   Second  in  importance  was  the  topic $  "How  . 
to  get  started  in  vocations  other  than  farming."  Twenty-eight  percent 
chose  this  topic  as  1  of  the  3  or  4  in  which  they  had  the  greatest  interest. 
Despite  the  fact  that  only  31  percent  of  the  young  men  preferred  to  become 
farmers,  each  of  the  5  agricultural  topics  was  checked  by  at  least  45  percent 
of  the  young  men  as  a  topic  to  be  included  in  the  program  and  each  of  the 
5  was  chosen  by  at  least  15  percent  as  one  of  the  3  or  4  topics  in  which  they 
had  the  greatest  interest.   In  addition  to  the  5  agricultural  topics,  only 
10  of  the  other  30  topics  or  activities  were  so  chosen  by  15  percent  or 
more  of  the  young  men. 

The  group  of  topics  that  were  second  to  the  vocational  topics  were 
those  dealing  with  self-improvement  and  social  relationships.   "How  to  get 
along  with  people",  "Personality  development",  and  "Choosing  a  life  partner" 
were  of  about  equal  interest  to  the  young  men.  About  two  thirds  wanted 
these  topics  included  in  the  program  and  each  was  chosen  by  approximately  a 
fourth  as  one  of  the  3  or  4  topics  of  greatest  interest. 
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Type  of  interest 


How  to  choose  a  life 
work 


How  to  get  started 
in  fanning 


How  to  get  started  in 
vocations  other 
than  farming  


Homemaking  skills  and 
jprciccicss  ••*••*••«» 

Home-management 
problems  

Operation  and  repair 
of  home  equipment  . . 

Operation  and  repair 
of  farm  machinery  . . 

Agricultural  problems 
relating  to 
product  ion  

Agricultural  problems 
relating  to 
marketing  


Percentage  of  yoirng  peonle 
25 


Young 
Young 

Young 
Young 

Young 
Young 


Young 
Young 


Young 
Young 


men  f^S^^m^ 

womeiS^kk^^^i 

men  JLa&^iS;  JN^x^n  V\\  vN  n\n\n>-xj 
1*1  '        I  ! 


womcnw 


men    |^iK^.j|^^^^^^^ 
womenKvjj  j 

I  I 


men  te,i^£^^^^^^ 


Agricultural  problems 
relating  to         j Young 
farm  management  ....j Young 

: I 


Percentage  of  young  people  checking  topics  as.* 


Most  interesting  -  y.^,^5- 


Should  be  included  -  [s§§§ 


Figure  6. — Program  preferences.  Vocational  topics  for  discussion 

or  demonstration. 


The  young  men  expressed  considerable  interest  in  the  group  activities, 
"Athletics  -  teams,  field  days,  etc."  was  the  most  popular.  The  other  three 
that  at  least  half  chose  for  inclusion  in  the  program  were  "Dances",  "Organ- 
ized trips  or  tours",  and  "Parties  and  other  group  recreation." 
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Type  of  interest 
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Percentage  of  young  people 
25        50 


75 


100 


How  to  get  along 
with  people 

Personality 
development 

Choosing  a  life 
partner 

Hobbies  


Appreciation  of 
music  , 

Beautifying  home 
grounds  


Young 
Young 

Young 
Young 

Young 
Young 


Young 


men 
women 


First  aid 


Books  and 
literature  , 

Governmental 
problems  . . , 


Other  public 
problems  . . , 


Conservation  of 
national  resources 

History  of  the  devel- 
opment of  community 
organizations  ..... 

Work  of  cooperative 
associations 


Young 
Young 

Young 
Young 

Young 
Young 

Young 
Young 

Young 

Young 


men 

women  H 
I 

men   |^i^§^§^^^^ 
worn 


*en|^^^ 


Programs  of  existing 
rural  organizations 


Young 
Young 

Young 
Young 

Young 
Young 


tS^^S 


women  ryx-oMvJ 


Percentage  of  young  people  checking  topics  as: 


Most  interesting  -. 


Should  he  included  -  Ks^^ 


Figure  7. — Program  preferences.   General  topics  for  discussion  or 

demonstration. 
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Type  of  activity 


Dances 


Parties  and  other 
group  recreation  , 

Athletics  -  teams, 
field  days,  etc.  , 

Organized  trips  or 
tours  , 

Summer  camp  , 

Dramatics  ......... 

Group  singing  ..... 


Bands,  glee  clubs, 
orchestras,  etc. 

Community  service 
and  improvement  . 

Educational  short 
course 


Percentage  of  young  people 

25        50. 75 


Young 
Young 

Young 
Young 

Young 
Young 

Young 
Young 


Young 


men  >  ;  .,,  -. iJVW^$^^^^^^ 

r 

men  U3§1^§MP1I^  ' 

womenfcii^i^S^^s^^^^ 
men  EL  .^X^X^^NXNSn^sNI 


Young 
Young 


men 

women 


:""u.-.;;  women^^S^S^^^ 
i         I   _ 

n   *V«^v>^v^i 

men  .-  i  ft^y^NSJW 


a 


Public  speaking 
and  deb  at  e  ...... 


oung 
Young 

Young 
Young 

Young 
Young 

Young 
Young 


JYoung 
iYoung 


men  !lM^^35S3 
w  ome  n  »^\\\v^:oVnVOj 


men  HHP 

women]|&7\vN.\NN.\l 


10Q 


Percentage  of  young  people  checking  topics  as: 


Most  interesting 


Should  be  included 


Figure  3. — Program  preferences.   Group  activities. 

Program  Interests  of  Young  Women 

Pour  vocational  topics,  6  general  topics,  and  2  group  'activities  were 
checked  "To  be  included"  by  at  least  60  percent  and  double-checked,  as  "Most 
interesting"  by  at  least  14  percent  of  the  young  women  who  were  interested  in 
an  organization.   Of  these  12  topics,  there  were  5  that  were  checked  by  more 
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than  80  percent  and  double-checked  "by  approximately  40  percent.   These  3  were 
"Homemaking  skills  and  practices",  "How  to  get  along  with  people",  and 
"Personality  development." 

Although  not  so  vitally  interested  as  the  young  men,  two-thirds  of  the 
young  women  wanted  the  topics  "How  to  choose  a  lifework"  and  "How  to  get 
started  in  vocations  other  than  farming11  included  in  the  program.   The  interest 
of  young  women  in  home-economics  subjects  is  evidenced  "by  the  fact  that 
"Homemaking  skills  and  practices"  was  one  of  the  3  topics  that  were  most  in- 
teresting, and  that  "Home  management  problem's"  was  one  of  the  high  12.- 

The  self-improvement  or  social  relationship  group  that  was  of  second 
interest  to  young  men  stood  first  in  the  estimation  of  the  young  women. 
"Choosing  a  life  partner",  with  69  percent  choosing  it  for  inclusion  in  the 
program  and  26  percent  indicating  it  was  one  of  the  3  or  4  most  interesting 
topics,  was  only  slightly  less  popular  than  "How  to  get  along  with  people" 
and  "Personality  development." 

Three  general  topics,  related  to  leisure-time  activity,  were  among 
the  12  that  were  most  popular  with  young  women.   They  were  "Hobbies", 
"Appreciation  of  music",  and  "Books  and  literature." 

"Dances"  and  "Parties  and  other  group  recreation"  were  the  2  group 
activities  in  which  the  young  women  expressed  the  most  interest. 


SUMMARY 

Utah's  rural  young  people  recognize  that  one  of  their  most  urgent  needs 
is  economic  and  vocational  opportunity.   They  indicated  that  "Earning  addi- 
tional money"  and  "Getting  started  in  chosen  vocation"  were  their  most  serious 
problems.   They  preferred  discussions  of  "How  to  choose'  a'  lifework"  and  "How 
to  get  started  in  vocations  other  than  farming"  to  most  of  the  other  dis- 
cussion topics  and  group  activities  that  were  suggested  as  program  material 
for  a  youth  organization. 

Although  78  percent  of  the  young  men  had  studied  vocational  agricul- 
ture in  high  school,  only  31  percent  indicated  that  "farmer"  was  their  voca- 
tional choice.  Because  of  relatively  large  families  and  limited  land  and 
water  resources  it  seems  unlikely  that  there  would  be  opportunity  for  all 
those  who  desired  to  be  farmers  to  get  established  in  that  vocation,  parti- 
cularly if  they  were  dependent  upon  their  home  farms  or  local  community  for 
that  opportunity. 

The  desire  for  additional  education  was"  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
69  percent  of  all  the  young  people  planned  or  hoped  for  college  or  other  edu- 
cation beyond  high  school,  "oy   the  fact  that  "Getting  additional  education" 
was  third  in  importance  among  the  problems,  and  by  the  fact  that  the  greatest 
need  for  money  was  "Por  training  necessary  to  get  started  in  chosen  vocation.' 
Securing  education  is  frequently  associated  with  ultimate  economic  and  voca- 
tional adjustment.   Although  the  median  yearly  money  income  of  $115  for  young 
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men  and  of  $61  for  young  women  was  usually  supplemented  by  food  and  shelter  at 
home  and  frequently  by  clothing  and  use  of  the  family  auto,  many  of  the  young 
people  were  unable  to  get  the  education  they  desired*  Almost  half  had  not 
accumulated  any  savings  or  property,  and  life  insurance  was  the  principal  item 
reported  by  those  who  had  savings  or  property.-'  Inability  to  secure  ■  desired 
education  or  to  accumulate  savings  or  property  were  handicaps  in  becoming 
established  in  an  occupation,  whether  agricultural  or  no nagri cultural  in  nature. 

The  young  people  want  to  improve  themselves.   They  reported  "Developing 
a  more  attractive  personality"  as  fourth  in  importance  among  their  problems. 
Almost  all  wanted  to  join  with  other  young  people  of  their  own  age  in  forming 
a  group  to  consider  matters  of  common  interest  and  "Personality  development" 
was  one  of  the  most  popular  topics  suggested  for  such- an  organization.  Fur- 
ther evidence  of  the  desire  for  self-improvement  is  the  interest  in  additional 
education. 

The  problems  of  social  adjustment  were  not  as  serious  as  those  of 
economic  adjustment.   "To  know  more  young  people"  ranked  seventh  among  the  15 
youth  problems  studied,  and  "Lack  of  opportunity  for  recreation  and  social 
life"  ranked  tenth.   All  but  2  percent  were  members  of  some  organization,  and 
the  average  young  person  was  a  member  of  three  organizations.   Half  the  young 
people  had  leadership  experience  as  officers  or  leaders  in  organizations. 
Eighty  percent  were  members  of  an  organization  with  a  program  particularly 
designed  for  young  people  of  their  age,  the  Mutual  Improvement  Association. 
The  average  participation  in  social  events  was  202  a  year,  or  almost  4  a  week. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Because  of  the  relatively  full  social  program  of  Utah  out-of-school  . 
rural  youth,  because  almost  all  are  members  of  a  youth  organization  with  a 
broad  program,  because  almost  all  have  had  systematic  agricultural  and  home- 
economics  training  in  high  .school,  and  because  many  must  find  no  nagri  cultural 
occupations,  the  setting  up  of  a  new  organization  by  the  Utah  extension 
service  seems  unnecessary.   The  4-H  farm  and  home  science  clubs  for  both  in- 
and  out-of-school  youth  16  years  of  age  and  older  might  be  expanded  to  meet 
agricultural  and  homemaking  needs. 

It  would  be  helpful  if  occupational  information  that  will  guide  young 
people  in  deciding  whether  to  farm  or  not  were  made  available  to  the  Mutual 
Improvement  Associations  by  the  extension  service.   The  county  agents  should 
be  prepared  to  advise  young  people  who  wish  to  farm  as  to  how  to  get  started. 

The  continued  success  of  agriculture  in  Utah  will  be  endangered  if  the 
one-man  farm  units  are  split  to  make  room  for  the  young  people.   If  the  land 
is  to  support  more  families  those  families  will  be  forced  to  axcept  a  lower 
standard  of  living  or  find  outside  employment.  Tor  these  reasons  the  stabili- 
zation of  Utah's  agriculture  means  among  other  things  the  guidance  of  farm- 
reared  and  agriculturally  trained  youth  either  to  occupations  other  than 
farming  or  to  areas  where  the  land  and  water  resources  are  more  abundant. 
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County Situations,  Problems,  and"  Interests    Late 

of  Unmarried,  Rural  Young  People  16-25  Years  of  Age 

Name  Address 


Age Sex In  school __0ut  of  school Residential  class. •  Farm 

dweller Edge- of-t own  farmer Village  farmer      In  country  "but  not  on  farm 


Village(not  farm)      Were  you  "born  in  country Village  or  town City_ 

Do  you  prefer  to  live  in  country        Village  or  town         City 


Education:   Check  highest  grade  completed: 

-     Elementary /    _  High  school /   College  or  equivalent 

7~3  /  4~7  5~7  6  ~7   7   7   8  J]      9~'J~iO~/~ll   /    12  //  13  /  14/  15/  16/17  or  more 

Years  of  seminary  class  work  taken _Years  of  agriculture  or  home  economics  taken  in 

high  school What  further  schooling  is:  Definitely  planned:  Years 

in  high  school_ Years  "beyond  high  school  Desired  or  hoped  for  in 

addition  to  that  planned:  Years  in  high  school       Years  "beyond  high  school 

Eamily :   Live  with  parent(s)    Other  relative   Employer   Other  


Mother  living:   Yes   ITo Step Father  living:   Yes   No   Step Occupation  of  head 

of  family  Number  of  "brothers  living    Number  of  sisters  living 


Members  in  family  living  at  home  (include  self  "but  not  hired  help):   Adults  26  years  or 

older Young  people,  21-25 Young  people,  16-20 Under  16 

Earm :   If  living  with  parent(s)  or  other  relatives  who  operate  a  farm  answer" following 

Owner Tenant Acres Months  of  full-time  employment  on  the  farm  during 

last  year  for  male  workers  16  or  older:   Yearly  "basis  Seasonal  "basis 


Number  of  different  workers  involved:  Yearly  "basis Seasonal  "basis 


Principal  cash  crops  Acres  Livestock*  Number 


*Eeeder  or  feeder  stock 


Approximate  months  of  labor  required 

for  these  farm  operations:  Yearly  basis Seasonal  basis_ 

Number  different  workers  required:   Yearly  basis Seasonal  basis 

Ext.  Serv.  of  U.S.D.A.'and  Utah  State  Interviewed  by 

Agric.  College  cooperating. 


Jfc 


:  Number  of  rooms    Have  running  water    Bathroom     Electric  lights 


Telephone    Radio    Auto    Do  you  have  own  bedroom    or  share  it    If  living  with 

.     ..  _  

■ 
parents  or  other  relatives,  house  where  you  live  is:   Owned Rented  or  furnishcd__ 

Employment  and  income  during  the  past  12  months: 

Number  Hours  Earnings  Earnings 

Nature  of  employment,               of  per  away  from  or  income 

duties,  or  source  of  income*     . ,  . .   days  day  home       at  home 


$  $ 


Received  irregularly  as  gifts,  spending  money,,  etc. $x  x  x  x  x 


Total  $ $_ 

Days  gainfully  employed:   Away  from  home    At  home    Total  money  income  $ 


Income  other  than  cash:  Eood Shelter Clothing Use  of  auto(not  your  own) 

Nature  of  duties  at  home:   Earm  work    Housework Care  of  own  room Chores  around 

house Other(  Specify)  

Amount  of  money  you  contributed  to  your  family  $            Are  there  local  opportu- 
nities to  earn  money  away  from  place:   Much       Some Little  or  none 


Do  you  carry  life  insurance Have  a  savings  account  in  hank   Own  av."o  Own  live- 
stock specify) Other  property(  specify) 

Vocation:   Have  you  definitely  decided  upon  your  .life,  work  .   1st  .choice 


2nd  choice  ■  -  ■  - How  many  years  training  .or  experience  have  you  had  for  your 

vocational  choice Have  you  already  entered  your  chosen  vocation How  many (more) 

years  of  training  or  experience  do  you  need  to  enter  your  chosen  vocation 

Will  you -enter  your  chosen  vocation  or  he  getting  necessary  training  or  experience  dur- 
ing the  next  5  years:  Yes No If  not,  will  you  probably  be:  Following  some 

j»ther  vocation working  at  home _accepting  any  kind  of  job  that  can  be  found_ 

■  *Include  regular  allowance  from  parents,  wages  at  home,  where  in  business,  4-H  or 
agriculture  projects,  trapping,  etc.,  and  employment  away  from  home. 


Social :   Indicate  organizations  of  which  you'  are  nov;  or  have  previously  "been  a  membe/*: 


Office  held    Times  ii 


Organization 


Church 


Rni 


unday  School 


Young  Boy   Scouts   or  Beehive    

people' s 

organi-   Vanguard,  Explorers,  or  Juniors 

zation 

of  the    "M"  Men  or  Gleaners  ........... 

church 

(M.I. A.)   Seniors  


Nov/  a       Formerly  or  leader-  attendance 

.member     a  member  ship  taken  last   12  mo. 


4-H  club  (Years 


) 


F.F.A.  or  home-economics  club 
Musical  club  (sp. 


) 


School  athletic  team  or  teams 

Other  school  club  (sp.  ) 

Other*  (specify) 

Other*  (specify) 


!otal 


Other  social  activities 


limes  iD- 
attendance 

last  12  mo. 


Church  socials,  suppers,  parties, 
etc 

Other  parties,  picnics  

Movies  or  theatre  

Dance  s  

Spectator  at  athletic  contests  ... 


Auto  riding  with  others  for 
pleasure  


Swimming  with  others 
Attending  fairs 
Other  (specify) 


'otal 


Times   in 
attendance 
last   12  mo. 


Other  travel(more  than  50  miles) :  Number  of  trips Number  of  days Do  you  consider 

opportunity  to  associate  with  young  people  of  your  own  age:  Ample Fair Inadequate^ 

* Include  community  service  activities  such  as  school  "board,  A. A. A.  committees,  etc., 
well  as  organizations  such  as  lodges,  athletic  teams,  Farm  &   Home  Science  club,  et>. 


«o"blems:   Indicate  by  check  mark  which  of  the  following  problems  are  of  great  import- 
ance, of  some  importance,  or  of  little  or  no  importance  in  your  life  (check  every 
item) . 


Problems 

0 

o 

-p  fi 

CD  -P 

a, 

O  'H 

Of  some 
importance 

Of  little  or 
no  importancej 

Problems 

Of  great 
importance 

Of  some 
inroortanc  e 

Of  little  or 
no  importance! 

12.  Earning  additional  money 

2.   Getting  additional 

a.  To  "buy  good  clothes  ... 

"b.  For  training  necessary 

to  get  started  in 

c.  For  equipment  necessary 

to  get  started  in 

d.  Heeded  for  more  recre- 

ation or  social  life.. 

e.  Necessary  to  establish 

a  home  of  your  own  ... 

f.  To  help  with  family 

3.   Lack  of  opportunity  for 

4.   Lack  of  freedom  in  making 

6.   Getting  started  in  your 

7.   How  to  "become  more  popular 

■ 

3.   Developing  a  more  attractive 

g.  Other  (specify) 

3,   Getting  use  or  more  use  of 

13.  Lack  of  leisure  or  spare 

14.  How  to  use  leisure  or 

10.  Lack  of  sufficient  oppor- 
tunities for  recreation 

15.  Other( specify) 

11.  To  know  more  young  people... 

Would  you  he  interested  in  joining  with  other  young  people  of  similar  age  to  form  a 

group  to  consider  matters  of  common  interest Would  you  prefer  a  group  with:  Young 

men  or  young  women  only Young  men  and  young  women Unmarried  young  people Both 

married  and  unmarried  young  people   Should  meetings  he  held:0nce  b.   week Every  2d 

week Once  a  month Should  meetings  he  held:  Year  round  Winter  only  Summer  only 

Should  group  he  .'Small (5-25) Medium  (26-50) Large  (more  than  50) 

Would  you  prefer  that  the  meetings  he  held  at:  County  seat       High-school  center 

j^ommunity  center How  many  unmarried  young  people  13-30  do  you  know:  In 


this  community 


In  this  high-school  district 


In  this  county 


Group  program:   From   the  following  Hit    check   items   that  you  would  like   to  have   such  a 
group   take  up   if  you  were   a  member i      Double   check  the   ones   that   would  "be  most    int^N 


esting  to  you. 


Discussion  and  demonstration  topics 


1.  Conservation  of  national  resources 

2.  Agricultural  problems 

relating  to  production 


1?.  Appreciation  of  music 


14.  Eomemaking  skills  and  practices 
(food,  clothing,  etc.) 


3.  Agricultural  problems 
relating  to  marketing 


4.  Agricultural  problems 

relating  to  farm  management 


15.  Home-management  problems 

("budgets,  "buying,  etc.) 

16.  Choosing  a  life  partner 


5.  How  to  get  along  with  people 

6.  Governmental  proolems 

7.  Other  public  proolems 


17.  Work  of  Cooperative  Associations_ 

18.  Books  and  literature 


19.  How  to  choose  life  work 


3.  Operation  and  repairs  of  home 

equipment( including  electricity) 

9.  How  to.  get  started  in  farming 


20.  .Beautifying  home  gronrds_ 

21.  Hobbies 


22.  First  aid 


10.  How  to  get  started  in  other  vocation    23.  Programs  of  existing  rara 

organ! zat i  ons 

11.  Operation  and  repairs  of  farm 

machinery (including  electricity       24.  Personality  development 


12.  History  of  the  development  of 
community  organizations 


25.  Other  (specify) 


Group  activities 


26.  Athletics  -  teams,  field  days,  etc, 

27.  Community  service  and  improvement 


28.  Parties  and  other  group  recreation 

29.  Bands,  glee  clubs,  orchestras,  etc, 

30.  Organized  trips  or  tours 


32.  Educational  short  course 

33.  Summer  camp 

34.  Dramatics 


35.  Group  singing_ 

36.  Dances 


31.  Public  speaking  and  debate 


37.  Other( specify) 


What  does  your  community  need  most? 
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